
Message from Jonathan Chaplan, RDG re: COVID-19 
March 13, 2020 
 
Colleagues, 
  
I am aware of employees’ concerns relating to the corona virus. My first instinct was to hold a town hall 
to share information with the BCRO and receive feedback but quickly realized that given the 
recommendations to avoid large gatherings that would not be advisable.  I am sending this email 
instead. 
  
While the World Health Organization (WHO) characterized the COVID-19 outbreak a pandemic, the risk 
within Canada remains low at this time. Nonetheless, I want you to know that the Department and your 
BCRO management team are working hard to make sure employees stay safe and healthy. We have had 
planning sessions with emergency teams and national and regional planning continues. A BCRO 
committee has been formed that will meet regularly to discuss issues that arise due to the virus. If you 
have any specific issues you’d like the committee to address, please let Sandra Weafer or your 
manager know and they will be discussed at the regular committee meetings.  
 
Information, including Questions and Answers from the Chief Human Resources Officer, Treasury Board 
of Canada Secretariat was sent yesterday and more information from our Department will be coming 
today. 
 
Reminder, in a situation like this, it is important to take care of your health and well-
being.  You are encouraged to speak with your manager and to stay home if you are 
experiencing cold or flu symptoms.  If you think you might be affected, you can go to BC 
Health Link for advice, including information about getting tested.  If you feel the need 
to do so, do not hesitate to call on the services of the Employee Assistance Program, as 
well as the employee support measures offered by the Department. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Jonathan Chaplan,  
Regional Director General  
 

https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/
http://collaboration/ts/wb-dgmt/WP/SitePages/EAP.aspx

